
 A wedding homily #1 

Professor Donald Demarco, a Catholic layman and long-time teacher of philosophy, argues persuasively in one of his 

essays that one of the most unforgettable scenes in the history of film is Gene Kelly’s performance of the title song in 

MGM’s musical masterpiece, “Singing in the Rain”, which was released seventy years ago, in 1952. 

Kelly’s character, Don Lockwood, sings the song while spinning an umbrella and getting soaked with rain. Rain is usually 

regarded as a nuisance, an inconvenience, an unwelcome intrusion into our daily life. But not for Kelly’s character, who 

glorifies in it. He is not only singing in the rain, but dancing and splashing in it. 

A policeman wanders by and wonders whether he should arrest this apparent lunatic. He hears Kelly sing the words, 

“What a glorious feeling, I’m happy again”. 

The officer, after some hesitation, gives in to his better judgment, and continues on his way, though scratching his head. 

Why is it that a man who sings in the rain and splashes through puddles is so memorable? 

In the story, Kelly’s character has just been engaged to a young woman, Kathy, played by the actress Debbie Reynolds. 

He has a vision of marriage, children and of family. His heart is flooded with joy. His joy is too large for rain to dampen. 

When joy touches us it can seem like a moment of grace. It comes suddenly as an unexpected gift. It is brought by the 

Spirit of the living God. 

In today’s first reading from the Book of Genesis Adam awakens from a deep sleep and beholds Eve for the first time. He 

is captivated by her presence. He cries, “This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”. He is overcome 

with gratitude, wonder and joy. 

By God’s providence, two young people have been brought together. Their faith demands a response. They have chosen 

to pledge their love in the presence of their family and friends. The guests share in their joy.  

Now in virtually all marriages dark and threatening clouds appear overhead, usually resulting in a downpour. They may 

be tempted to “come in out of the rain”. My advice is to stay put. We need the rain. Without the raindrops we would all 

perish. A married couple can still rejoice in adverse circumstances since Christ accompanies them every step of the way. 

It is only in embracing the mystery of the cross that we grow in character and in faith. 

In the words of St. Paul, “There is no limit to love’s forbearance, to its trust, its hope, its power to endure (I Cor. 13:7).” 

In time, the dark clouds give way to sunlight. 

 

We appeal to Our Blessed Lord to watch over our young couple in the coming years and, after a long and happy life 

together, bring them to the feast of eternal life. In addition, we beg God to increase their love for each other throughout 

all the joys and sorrows of life and help them to grow in holiness all their days. 

The sun shines today, and for that we must be grateful. More importantly, the sun shines in the hearts of our bride and 

groom, who, in a moment’s time will be joined in Holy Matrimony. 

Let us rejoice and be glad. 

  


